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Seasons     Arctic Animals      Festivals (Christmas, Diwali, Chinese New Year, Bonfire Night)

Remembrance Day        Space Race/Explorers

Seaside                             Local Study: The Cadbury Brothers

Vikings and Anglo-Saxons

Roman Britain

YEAR 1

Year 5

Learning Through Life

EYFS

WW2                     Black and British            Antarctic survival               Maya

Space

KEY:
Chronological Awareness
Historical Enquiry
Knowledge and Understanding

Dates & historical language 

Timeline and mathematical skills to work out 
exact timescales: place WW2 on timeline of 

Britain/World – reflect on previous eras covered 
in school

Features of 
historical events and 

people

I can describe 
historical 

events from 
different 
periods

Comparisons between historical periods: 
What is the difference between Antarctic 

survival then and now?

Significant events that 
have shaped the 

country: place Battle of 
Britain within the WW2 
timeline and identify its 
impact and why Britain 

was successful.

Main events 
from a specific 

period of 
history: Space 

Race

Main events from a specific period 
of history. By the end of the key 
stage some children are able to 

explain some quite complex 
events using a good range of 

causes, some of them linked in a 
simple way: What events led to 
the outbreak of World War 2?

Summarise 
what Britain 

has learnt 
from other 

countries and 
civilisations

How has 
Ancient Greek 

society/ 
civilisation 
impacted 

modern life?

I can describe 
features of 

historical events: 
Shackleton’s 

Antarctic 
expeditions

Place the Maya civilisation on a world 
history timeline. Describe what Britain 

was like at the start of the Maya 
civilisation.

Recognise and 
describe diff & 
sim between 

periods of 
history: How 

did life change 
in Britain from 
the Stone Age 

to the Iron 
Age? –

Neolithic 
farmers

Form opinions about 
a historical event 
from a range of 

sources. Select the 
most appropriate 
source material 

using primary and 
secondary sources. 

Look at 2 versions and say how an 
author may be attempting to 

persuade or give a specific 
viewpoint

I can describe a 
key events from 

Britain’s past using 
a range of 

evidence from 
different sources

Engage in imaginative role play 
based on own first hand 

experiences

Recognise & describes special 
times/events for family or friends

Show care and concern for living things and 
the environment

Know some of the things 
that make me unique & 

can talk about 
similarities/diff in relation 

to friends/family

Remember & talk about significant 
events in my own experiences 

Recognise that 
Britain has been 

invaded overtime 
& would have 

fought fiercely. 
When did the 

Romans invade 
Britain and why?

Use words and phrases like 
before I was born and when 

I was younger

Use words and phrases like 
old, new, now, the , 

yesterday, a long time ago

Know that some 
objects belong in 

the past:

Use phrases 
and words 
like: then, 

now, before, 
after, past, 
present in 

my historical 
learning

Sequence a set of events in 
chronological order. Recount the 
main events and interesting facts 
from a significant time in history

I can appreciate that some famous 
people helped our lives be better today: 
How did the Cadbury Brothers improve 

life of the poor in Birmingham?

Recount the life of someone 
famous from Britain from 

the past

Listen to eyewitness accounts: 
grandparents/great-

grandparents?

Give examples of 
things that are 

different in my life 
from in the past

Recognise that we 
celebrate certain 

events because of what 
happened many years 

ago

I can find out about the life 
of someone who used to 

live in my area using books 
or internet

Can make deductions about 
artefacts, spotting clues to 

function and use and can talk 
about, for example: how 
obvious domestic items 

connected with washday 
would have been used, 

possibly through simple role 
play.

Give an explanation about what an object 
was used for in the past & answer questions 
by using a source: How have British seaside 

holidays changed over time? 

Explain how events from 
the past have helped 

shape our lives. Suggest 
why certain events 

happened as they did in 
history: Alexander the 
Great and the Greek 

Empire

Know that people in the past cooked 
and travelled differently and used 

different weapons from ours. 
Appreciate that the early Brits would 
not have communicated or eaten as 

we do. Begin to picture what life 
would have been like for the early 

settlers

Appreciate how past items 
found build an accurate 

picture of how people lived: 
What was life like in Britain 
before the Romans came? 
How did it change after the 

Romans arrived?

Describe periods 
using the words 
BC, AD, decade, 

ancient and 
century. Use 
timelines to 

place events in 
order

Place periods of history 
on a timeline in the 

order things may have 
happened.

Research a specific event from 
the past. I can use my 

information finding skills to 
help with my research:

Communicate knowledge & 
understanding & offer my point of view 
to support an historical argument: Why 
did the Anglo-Saxons pay the Danegeld? 

Should they have paid the Danegeld?

I can use various 
sources of evidence, 

discussion of 
reliability: How have 

archaeologists 
helped us 

understand life in… 
Age?

The 
Great 
Fire of 

London

Local Study

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

Year 6

All About Me 

I can recognise that the lives of 
wealthy people were different to 

those of poor people. 

Look carefully at pictures, objects, 
eyewitness accounts to find 
information about the past

Evaluate the usefulness and accuracy of different sources, understanding the effect of bias, 
propaganda, misinformation and opinion. Offers substantiated reasons why some sources 

might be treated cautiously e.g. propaganda posters during World War II. Shows awareness of 
the need to think about why the source was produced without prompting. ‘How can we 

explain why so many children in these evacuation photographs are smiling when we learn 
from other sources that it was a miserable experience for many children?’ Why is it so difficult 

to be sure what life on the Home Front was really like?

Identify some changes and their impact 
both on subsequent periods and, in the 
long term, on today’s society: How have 

the suffrage movement/abolition of 
slavery impacted British/world society 

today?

Use evidence to explain 
why people the past acted 

in as they did: Samuel 
Pepys, Mayor of London, 

King Charles II
Able pupils will realise 

that there are potential 
weaknesses in eyewitness 
accounts such as Pepys’.

Understand historical 
concepts such as 

continuity and change, 
and significance: 
Development of 

farming techniques, 
city building etc

Use a range of appropriate 
words and phrases to 

describe the past

Compare sim/diff in 
lives of two explorers 
– Neil Armstrong/Ibn 

Battuta

Compare 
sim/diff:
London 

1666/now
Firefighters 
1666/now

Houses 
1666/now 

etc.

Recognise that the lives of 
wealthy people were different 
to those of poor people. I can 
suggest why people acted as 

they did. Appreciate how past 
items found build an accurate 

picture of how people lived

Start to think of reasons why a source 
might be unreliable: view of the Vikings 
may be partial because the evidence we 

have was written by people who suffered 
most at the hands of these raiders

Recognise that Britain has been 
invaded overtime & would have 

fought fiercely. When did the AS/V 
invade/settle in Britain and why?

Recognise that 
the lives of 

wealthy people 
were different to 

those of poor 
people. 

Appreciate how 
past items found 
build an accurate 

picture of how 
people lived. 

Describe features of 
people from past 

societies:
How was the Maya 
society was divided 
into different social 

classes?

Characteristic features of 
past non-European 

societies: Maya religion, 
temples, royal tombs etc

Use mathematical 
skills/knowledge to work 
out how long ago things 

happened: Different 
periods of Greek history 

(Dark Ages, Archaic, 
Classical, Hellenistic)

Use mathematical 
skills/knowledge to work 
out how long ago things 

happened: Different 
periods of British 

Prehistory

Gain and deploy a 
historically-grounded 

understanding of 
abstract terms such as 

‘empire’ and 
‘civilisation’.

Gain and deploy a 
historically-grounded 

understanding of abstract 
terms such as ‘empire’ and 
‘civilisation’: functions and 

importance of different  
Greek public buildings

Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. Start to 
raise questions about what the evidence tells 

us. Will use phrases such as, We cannot tell for 
sure. Most evidence suggests. Etc.

What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about 
life after death and how do we know?

Children are able to gather ideas 
from a few simple sources when 
building up their understanding, 

e.g.: of why the Great Fire spread 
so quickly.

Can ask simple, but 
relevant, questions of 
the teacher in the role 

of, for example, Ibn 
Battuta or the Wright 

brothers.

Some 
understanding of 

consequence: 
expect them to 
give at least two 
main effects of 
the Great Fire

understand how and 
why the local 

community has 
developed in the way 

it has

Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources. Start to raise questions about 

what the evidence tells us. Will use phrases such as, We 
cannot tell for sure. Most evidence suggests. Etc.

What were the functions of Maya pyramids?
and how do we know?

Changes within living 
memory


