
HISTORY - Topic specific vocabulary 

 

EYFS 

today week clue family calendar 

yesterday month lifetime remember memory 

tomorrow long ago the future day new/recent 

the present the past Who? old Who? 

the past new/recent great grandparent What? When? 

parent grandparent    

 

Year 1 

Guy Fawkes Remembrance Day Explorers 
Changes within Living 

Memory 

5th November 1605 
King James I 
Gunpowder 
Treason 
Plotters 
Prison 
Houses of Parliament 
Celebration 
Fireworks 
 

War 
WW1 
WW2 
November 
Sunday 
Remember 
Veteran 
Soldier 
Memorial 
Poppy 
Symbol 
Peace 
Sacrifice 
Wreath 
Army 
Navy 
Air force 
Battle 
Silence 
Armistice day 
 
 

Laika 
Albert II 
Sputnik 
Russia 
USA 
Yuri Gagarin 
Valentina Tereshkova 
Neil Armstrong 
Astronaut 
Moon landing 
NASA 
Orbit 
Lunar module 
1959 
Buzz Aldrin 
Apollo 11 (1969) 
Space Race 
Michael Collins 
Ibn Battuta 
Tangier, Morocco 
North Africa 
Egypt 
Syria 
Turkey 
Persia 
Afghanistan 
India 
Sri Lanka 
China 
Customs 
Cultures 
Camel 
Donkey 
Boat 
By foot 

Past 
Present 
Now 
Then 
Decade 
Parents 
Grandparents 
Great-grandparents 
Change 
The same 
Modern 
Timeline 
Similar 
Different 
Compare 

 

 

 



HISTORY - Topic specific vocabulary 

Year 2 

Great Fire of London 
Birmingham and The Cadbury 

Brothers 
British Seaside – Changes through 

time 

London 
Capital city 
17th Century 
Pudding Lane 
Bakery 
River Thames 
Plague 
Drought 
Rebuilt 
Diary 
Recount 
Account 
Great Fire 
Fire brigade 
Thomas Farriner 
Thatched 
Water squirts 
Fire hook 
Leather fire bucket 
Gunpowder 
King Charles II 
Samuel Pepys 
Tower of London 
Architect 
Sir Christopher Wren 
Monument 
 

Poor 
Slum 
Factory 
Recreation 
Leisure 
Education 
Holiday 
George Cadbury 
Richard Cadbury 
Bournville 
Birmingham 
Cocoa 
Chocolate 
Victorian 
Quaker 
Dutch cocoa press 
Improve 
Change 
Workers 
 

Railway 
Transport 
Bathing machines 
Bathing suits 
Edwardian 
Past 
Present 
Compare 
Punch and Judy 
Penny slot machines 
Carousel 
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Year 3 

Early civilisation –  
Ancient Egypt 

Anglo-Saxons Vikings 

Pharaoh 
Scarab 
Papyrus 
Scribe 
Slave 
Amulet 
Canopic jar 
Sarcophagus 
Tomb 
Afterlife 
Hieroglyphics 
Mummification 
Irrigation 
River Nile 
Shaduf 
Sphinx 
Oasis 
Egyptologist 
Archaeologist 
Tutankhamun 
Ankh 
Pyramid 
Barter 
Rosetta Stone 
Dynasty 
Civilisation 
 

Anglo-Saxons 
Angles 
Saxons 
Jutes 
Settlement 
Invasion 
Conquest 
Raiding  
Wessex Kingdoms/Shires Thane  
Mercia 
Kent 
East-Anglia  
Northumbria 
Mead 
Rune 
Wattle-and-daub 
Thatch 
Farmer-warrior 
Sutton Hoo 
Lindisfarne 
Hengest and Horsa 
Monk 
Illumination 
Manuscript 
Weregeld 
Athelstan 
Christianity 
Monastery 
Augustine 
Alfred the Great 
Aethelred the Unready  

Scandinavia  
Sweden  
Norway  
Danelaw  
Norse 
Chieftain 
Berserker 
Danegeld 
Thing 
Feast 
Raid 
Trade 
Settlement 
Conquer  
Invader/invasion 
Runes 
Farmer-warrior 
Pagan 
Danelaw 
Jarl 
Karl 
Husfreyja (mistress of the house) 
Figurehead 
Chainmail 
Longship 
Longhouse 
Warrior  
Odin  
Edward the Confessor  
Valhalla 
Yggdrasil 
Asgard 
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Year 4 

Ancient Greece The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

Democracy 
Acropolis 
City-state 
Parthenon 
Marathon 
Olympics 
Citizen 
Philosopher 
Alphabet 
Tragedy 
Agora 
Hellenistic 
Phalanx 
Aristocrat 
Religion 
Mythology 
Column 
Hoplite 
Peninsula 
Oracle 
Terraced 
Sparta/Spartans 
Greece  
Athens/Athenians  
Persia  
Alexander the Great  
Empire  
Achievement  
Gods (Zeus, Apollo etc) 

Empire 
Toga 
Aqueduct 
Coliseum 
Centurion 
Emperor 
Amphitheatre 
Senate 
Gladiator 
Republic 
Mosaic 
Religion 
Arch 
Chariot 
Hypocaust 
Tunic 
Pantheon 
Testudo 
Circus Maximus 
Legionary  
Achievement 
Invasion 
Rise and fall 
Julius Caesar 
Barbarian 
Ager 
Londinium 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Boudicca 
Rebellion 
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Year 5 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. Local study – Shakespeare’s Stratford 

Prehistory 
Palaeolithic 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
Settlement  
Hunter-gatherer 
Nomad 
Neanderthal 
Homo Sapiens 
Tribe/tribal 
Celt 
Smelting 
Ancestors 
Bronze/Iron/Stone Age 
Britons  
Druid 
Roundhouse 
Pelt 
Hillfort 
Domesticate 
Skara Brae 
Must Farm 
Stonehenge 
Conquest 
Julius Caesar 
Emperor Hadrian 

 

Tudor 
Elizabethan 
Acting troupes 
Playwright 
Actor 
Nash House 
Mary Arden’s house 
Latin 
Anne Hathaway 
Mary Arden 
John Shakespeare 
Half-timbered 
Market-town 
Wool trade 
Black Death / Bubonic plague 
Bailiff/mayor 
Industrial 
Development 
Industrial Revolution 
Canals 
Transport 
Factory 
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Year 6 

WW2 Post 1066 – Fight for your 
rights! 

Survival (Antarctica and 
Shackleton) 

Non-European society – 
Ancient Maya 

Axis 
Allies 
Nazi 
Hitler 
Evacuation/Evacuee Power 
Blitz 
Holocaust 
Luftwaffe 
Refugees  
Kindertransport 
Code breaking 
Enigma machine 
Economic 
Cultural 
Religious 
Persecution 
Oppression 
Propaganda 
Battle 
War 
Battle of Britain 
D-Day 
Technology 
Advantage 
Home Front 

Rights 
Slave trade 
Suffragettes 
Nelson Mandela 
Martin Luther King 
Abolition 
The British Empire 
Colonialism 
Colony 
Plantation 
Slave 
Segregation  
Exploitation 
Auction 
Freedom 
Emmeline Pankhurst 
Emily Davison 
Election 
Politics 
Vote 
Britain 
Civil rights 
Boycott 
Protest 
Activist 
Equality 
Violent/non-violent 
 
 
 

Exploration 
Expedition 
South Pole 
Antarctica 
Navy 
British National Antarctic 
Expedition 
Discovery – 1901-1903 
Robert Falcon Scott 
Nimrod – 1907-1909 
Frank Wild, Eric Marshal, 
Jameson Adams 
South Polar Plateau 
Mount Erebus 
McMurdo Sound 
Imperial Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition – 1914-1917 
Endurance 
Aurora 
Ice floe 
Patience Camp 
Elephant Island 
Lifeboat – James Caird 
Frostbite 
Rescue 
Rations 
 
 
 
 

Ahau 
Maize 
Codex 
Glyph/hieroglyph 
Scribe 
Jade 
Sacrifice 
Worship 
Priest 
Warrior 
City-states 
Terraced/stepped 
Agriculture 
Pyramid 
Temple 
Peasant 
Bloodletting 
Cacao 
Cenote 
Huipil 
Popol Vuh 
Chichen Itza 
Tikal 
Stele (stela) monument 
Tzolk'in (calendar) 
Central America 
Mexico 
Guatemala  
Civilisation 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_National_Antarctic_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_National_Antarctic_Expedition

